


Cuneiform

m Cuneiform was one of
the earliest systems
of writing, invented by
Sumerians in ancient
Mesopotamia.

= Itis distinguished by its
wedge-shaped marks on
clay tablets, made by
means of a blunt reed for
a stylus.

= The
term cuneiform comes
from cuneus, Latin word
for "wedge".




= The cuneiform writing
and it doesn’t have le

between 600 and 1,00C
words (or parts of them
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Pictograms

= Originally, pictograms w
on clay tablets in verti

made from a sharpe
stone. This early style
wedge-shape of the stre

Certain signs to indicate ne
countries, cities ols, bird
forth, are known rmina
the Sumeria

added as a gu

continued to b

ideographic f
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https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Pictogram
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Clay
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Sumer
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The Sumerian script was adap
the Akkadian, Elamite, Hittite &

[t inspired the Old Persian anc
national alphabets. Althougl
when these cultures faded a
the Phoenician alphabet deve
tablets, stelae (such as those up

(such as those co
with cuneiform w

Discovered by arck
efforts of a series of
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https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Alphabet
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Stela
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Code_of_Hammurabi
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Code_of_Hammurabi
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Behistun_inscription
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Archeology

Archaic cuneiform
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In the mid-third millennium, the

from columns running down

to right in horizontal rows .
stylus was used which was pt
wedge-shaped signs. These

and easier. By adjusting the relat

stylus, the writer could use a single t

impressions.

Cuneiform tablets coul
record, or they cc
Many of the clay
because they were

in which they were Kk

The script was als
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Akkadian cuneiform

The archaic cuneiform s
Akkadians from c. 2500 B.(
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Typical signs usually have in
ten wedges, while comple
twenty or more (although it
ligature should be considered
collated but still distinct signs)

= Most later adapta of Sume
preserved at least )
script. Writte
from the Sume
with logograms
signs in the sc
syllabic and logc
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Assyrian




Assyrian cuneiform
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This "mixed"” method of wi
the end of the Babylonian anc
although there were periods 1
fashion and there was a mc
spell out the words labo
using signs with a phonetic
those days, the Babylonian sy

mixture of ideographic and phc
In the Iron Age (c. ) Sixth ce
Assyrian cunei
sixth century, t
marginalized by
alphabet, but Nec
use in literary ti
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Derived scripts
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The complexity of the system pi
number of simplified versions o
written in a subset of simplified ¢
today as Old Persian cuneiform.
syllabary, using far fewer we
together with a handful of logc
words like "god"” and "king." The
using the Ugaritic alphabet, a sta
written using the cuneiform methoc

However, the influenc neiform d

completely abandonec le around t

century. The cultt
other styles of w
particularly the Ph
cuneiform could n
cuneiform disappea
until scholars in t
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Early European travelers to Me
carved cuneiform inscriptions

Carsten Niebuhr copied them in
publishing them after his retu

In 1802, Georg Friedrich Gr
introductory lines were like
and began the process of decif

Yet, it was not until 1835, when

a British East India Company ar

the Behistun Inscript in Iran the
understanding was m ed |
Darius of Persia

identical texts in

empire: Old Persia

Babylon), and Elan

most significant i
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https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Carsten_Niebuhr
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Georg_Friedrich_Grotefend
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Henry_Rawlinson
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/British_East_India_Company
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Behistun_Inscription
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Iran
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Darius_I_of_Persia
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Darius_I_of_Persia

