HAMMURAI



Hammurabi was the sixth king of the First Babylonian
dynasty of the Amorite tribe, reigning from ¢. 1792 BC
to c. 1750 BC.

During his reign, he conquered Elam and the city-states
of Larsa, Eshnunna, and Mari. The kingdom of
Babylon comprised only the cities of Babylon, Kish,
Sippar, and Borsippa when Hammurabi came to the
throne but, through a successive military campaigns,
careful alliances made and broken when necessary, and
political maneuvers, he held the entire region under

Babylonian control by 1750 BCE.



= Although Hammurabi s
of time on campaign, he
the people whose lands h
title applied to Hamm bani

, 'builder of the 1

Documents from the time ¢

Hammurabi anc incere d

lives of the peo otar

and administ such as directives for the
anals, food distribution, beautification
projects, and legal issues

view whick

000‘\



[m]

Hammurabi 1s credited
under a single rule.

Although there existed cer
unification—particularl
seals and 1n the apodoses ¢
such kings as Sargon of AkKk
from Gu

lediterranean sea.
The lasting achieve of Ham

the focus of

the south from

millennium BC shifted to the north
remained for



4 O ~
A BN |y 1 B

g2

-l
W *b': o EE
S

‘—‘ﬁ ~
A -

. ”P,l l
“ y .M "P‘t‘

A

: 1%‘.%(’3’ :

) -\n

-
|' >
%

» g
.
W d
:
v
i

N »
BN 3

. .' - 5

\ .-'.' )

. .y

\

. M

ol
’

- .

» »
S St |
ey oty
v.' - -

\ 8K
AR\ | e

N . .

l)‘n..'

SRS .

] 4 4

_ .
' “ ]
4
N ]
" "
§ A5
- , N )
X Ed
A »
. »
‘l »
| )
- . )
o r
Y A
o, NG
el
4L . '

g o Ny g TR
v AT
- 1 54 L .

el MY A

ok \
Vel 2N "
L34

.

e
o
-~

Hammurabi (standing),
depicted as receiving his
royal insignia from
Shamash (or possibly
Marduk). Hammurabi1 holds
his hands over his mouth as
a sign of prayer .



The Code of Hammurabi
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= Hammurabi, who called his own work dinat miyarim, or
“verdicts of the just order,” states in the epilogue that it was
intended as legal aid for persons in search of advice.

= The Code of Hammurabi differs in many respects from the
Code of Lipit-Ishtar, which was written in Sumerian. Its
most striking feature lies 1n the extraordinary severity of its
penalties and in the principle of the lex talionis.

= The same attitude is reflected in various Old Babylonian
contracts in which defaulters are threatened with bodily
punishment. It is often said, and perhaps rightly so, that this
severity, which so contrasts with Sumerian judicial tradition,
can be traced back to the Amorite influence.



= While the Code of Hammurabi was trying to
achieve equality, biases still existed against those
categorized in the lower end of the social spectrum
and some of the punishments and justice could
cause horror.

= The magnitude of criminal penalties often was
based on the 1dentity and gender of both the person
committing the crime and the victim. The Code
issues justice following the three classes of
Babylonian society: property owners, freed men,
and slaves.
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Law 15: "If any one take a male or female slave of the
court, or a male or female slave of a freed man, outside
the city gates, he shall be put to death.*

Law?22: "If any one 1s committing a robbery and 1s
caught, then he shall be put to death.*

Law 265: "If a herdsman, to whose care cattle or sheep
have been entrusted, be guilty of fraud and make false
returns of the natural increase, or sell them for money,
then shall he be convicted and pay the owner ten times
the loss.



