


By the fourth millennium BCE, Sun
dozen city-states throughout ancient IV
Uruk, Umma and Nippur.

Sumerians called themselves the

They were among the first to use broz
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They also pioneered the use of le
Sumerians invented

writing,
They built large ste
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Perhaps 1t was the growing
that drew the dark- halred and li
Mesopotamia. |

They probably originated i
north-east of Mesopotamia;
one spoken near the Caspian Se

It is likely that they d in the
at a time at whicl miti
were being esta
the start of the H
culture is a Neol
Mesopotamia da
Itisname 1fte
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The Ubaid culture spread north acro
the Halaf culture.

The Ubaid period (c. 6500-380
prehistoric period of Mesopotam

= The name derives from Tell a
excavation of Ubaid period matc
Henry Hall and later b Leonard

In North Mesopota
and 4300 BC .y

(Uruk was known 1
believed, gave rise to
another likely derivat
Babylonia)
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In the period 55004000 B.C., muc
shared a common culture, called
evidence for 1t was first found.
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Characterized by a distincti
culture originated on the flat
Mesopotamia (ancient Irag

was during this period that t
developed 1n the region, whe
the land using 1rrigation and dic

sea. (Persian Gulf).

Thick layers of alluy depositec
flooding rivers '
began to devela

monumental bu1 [

2908






Ubaid pottery 1s also found to the
coast of the Persian Gulf, perhap
fishing expeditions. )

Baked clay figurines, mainly fe
painted or appliqué ornamen
been found at a number of Ubai

Simple clay tokens may have bee

representation of commodities, and -
may have had a similar: olism, if
this period, the rep

include snakes, b1

There was much con
the succeeding Uru
traditions were ab 0
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Lugal 1s the Sumerian te

Literally, the term means
In Sumerian, ‘lu® 1s “‘man” an
‘big’.

= It was one of several St

a city-state could bear (alc
the exact difference being a

Ancient Mesopotai nd 'Primi

= Generally, 1t was «
needed to ma
1ssues, and they
pros and cons @
virtual consens
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= The Mesopotamian Bron

BC and ended around 150C
(It was followed by the Kassite period

= These cities had quite &

= Sumerians had established
city-states which includes

and Nippur in the Bronze
Ur, Kish, Isin, La
Age
and Babylon, Cane
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Unlike the farming land either
was inundated with a large amo
constant cause of trouble for the m

systems. The timing of the floc
Sumerians. They came 1n la
generated by the melting snov
This was too late for a spring ¢
Crops.

In addition, directly the groun

concentration of salt ¢ his high

soil made farmin
the case in Egypt.
and early warfare t
ditches were not prc
emerge. However

relatively far off cor
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