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The term was coined by Orientalist He
CE) to mirror the Early Dynastic Period
of development. It should be noted, he
Mesopotamia’s Early Dynastic Per
significant ways, notably in that

rule of Sargon or later empires — was
political entity Egypt was and the kind
cited for this era were not as uniform as

The city-states of Sumer v or much ¢
independently governed - Inde
king as in the case of |

Uruk or Ur might have

advance which was not




The dynastic era is divide
periods:

= Dynastic I — 2900

= Dynastic II — 280
= Dynastic I

These are conside
and historians as
separating one fr«
subtle differ
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The Early Dynastic Period of

by Sargon of Akkad (
and his successors as
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Early Dynastic I
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Between the Uruk Period and
the rivers around the region o
overflowed, causing severe
plains up through the nort
disrupted the society, 1s co:
Great Flood story as reimag

the Eridu Genesis and the Atre
works now recognized as the in

tale of Noah and h1
of the flood 1s conte
2900 BCE.

The cities which exi:
Eridu, Bad-tibira, L
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= Early Dynastic II

= The Dynastic II Perioc
these earlier advances as

expanded.
Technology
paradigm
developing cu
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Early Dynastic III

= The Early Dynastic III Peri
Kish m the north and Urt
dominant political po

This 1s the era in which the
historically/archaeologicall

dynasties of some 5, like
included 1n th

that list for oth

dates 1n other C

record.
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EANNATUM LED HIS ARMIES
CITY-STATES AND CONQUEF
AND TOOK LARGE PORTIONS
TERRITORY. HE CREATED T
MESOPOTAMIA.

= The great kings of Uruk, for
Meshkianggasher, Enmerkar




= The first king of the First Dy

Ur-Nanshe, established Lagash a
presence and his son Eannatum wa
policies and conquer all of Sume

= Eannatum, calling upon E
and Ninurta (god of war) led
city-states and conquered all of

and Kish — and then moved agai
took large portions c Ir territory
campaigns were ovel ‘ ‘
Mesopotamia, 1

former-fellow-mc

shortly after his dx

could not mainta
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of prince eannatum of
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At about this same time, the king of the city-state of

Umma, embarked on a campaign of
conquest to reunite Sumer under a single ruler — himself
— Just as had earlier.

,the ruler of Kish sent as an emissary

to Lugalzagesi, who was on the march toward Kish,
possibly with terms, but according to legend, with the
request that the king of Umma kill the messenger.

Sargon so impressed Lugalzagesi, however, that the king
1ignored the request and asked Sargon to join him. They
marched on Kish together and took it; Ur-Zababa fled
the city and nothing more 1s known of him.



= Shortly after this, Sargon turned on his benefactor
and defeated him, dragging him in chains, with a
rope around his neck, to the city of Nippur where he
was publicly humiliated in being marched through
the sacred gate of the God Enlil — in whom
had trusted for victory — and then,
presumably, executed.

m then proclaimed himself king and went on to
conquer all of Mesopotamia and founded the
Akkadian Empire, the first multi-national political
entity in history.
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= The Akkadian Empire under S
Dynastic Period to a close but, ¢
boasts and the legends that gre
could not have established hi
foundation laid by his predec

Sargon’s greatest strength, in
mistakes of the earlier Cl11quero

could trust in positions of authorit
empire — including hi er Enhe
2285-2250 BCE

at the city of Ur a

name — as well as

throughout his re:




Sargon’s example was followed by the later Assyrian
Empire and the Roman Empire in terms of cohesive
government.

The model of that government, however, was set down
by the Sumerian kings of the Early Dynastic Period.
These monarchs established a society which, in spite of
its weaknesses and rivalries, allowed for the
development of many of the most fundamental aspects
of civilization so often taken for granted in the present

day.
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One of the most interesting — anc
monarchs who are said to have
empire of Lagash 1s the only 1€
Sumerian King List: Kubaba (al

who founded the Third Dyna:
The Sumerian King List descr

woman tavern-keeper who m

Kish”. Who she was, where s

came to power 1S unknow 1. He
grandson, Ur-Zababa, wei2 both ¢
Kubaba herself was ¢ d after her

Her cult, 1n fact,
Hurrians (Hepat
goddess Matar Kt
worshipped by the
Cybele.




The earliest mention of ©
a tablet from the reign of

The - dynasty estabhshed

BC. Over 100 years later, 1t bneﬁy
the short-hved First i3
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-Uckad. Assyna, and Babyloma all used he
- for official useandas

Bv that time, the Slmefhn
religious use in Assyriaand
f.:eantm},r -'\D

The Cand Syt "
and Babyloman cnﬁtms;-,;, :
powerful Assyria)itself was
by othernon-indigenous
aswell asits Assynan
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The Akkadian Empire (2335
power in the region, and after 1
renaissance with the Neo-S
extant from as early as the 25t
regional power with the old As
BCO). "

Babylonia: Babylonia rose to pro

around 1900 B.C., in day Iraq.

Babylon, was first
Amorites.

The Amorite King Hax
earliest and most-co
Hammurabi helped Be
the region’s mos; g
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