


Religion was central to Mes
believed that the divine affec
life.

Mesopotamians were pc
several major Gods and tho




Triad of Heaven.

The three most important de
the Mesopotamian pantheor
the Gods- An, Enlil, and Enl

= An/Anu was identified
equatorial sky, Enlil with
and Enki with those




Sumerian theocratic government

Each city state worshiped its own god and was ruled by a
leader who was said to have acted as an mtermediary
between the local God and the people in the city state. The
leaders led the people into wars and controlled the complex
water systems. A council of citizens may have selected the
leaders.

= Some scholars have described the Mesopotamian
system of government as a "theocratic socialism." The
center of the government was the temple, where projects
like the building of dikes and irrigation canals were
supervised, and food was divided up after the harvest.
Most Sumerian writing recorded administrative
information and kept accounts. Only priests were
allowed to write.



= Early Sumerians established a
served local Gods. Much of
activity was oriented towards
Tigris and Euphrates rivers a

If people respected the
benevolently the Sumeria

floods, famine ar

Kings took part in
supported temples a
the booty from war




Religion and

= The architecture of both t
massive and, 1n conseqi
building-material in the E
perhaps natural that huge b
developed.

Numerous dra




Religious Literature in Mesopotamia
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sky_father
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Mesopotamian_deities
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Mesopotamian_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enlil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triple_deity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eanna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akkadian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akkadian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inanna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_of_heaven_(antiquity)

Eanna (house of heavens) was an ancient Sumeriantemplein Uruk.

Considered "theresidence of Inanna"and Anuor An, itis
mentioned several times in the Epic of Gilgamesh, and
elsewhere. The evolution of the Gods to whom the temple was
dedicatedisthe subject of scholarly study.

Inanna is the ancient Sumerian Goddess of love, sensuality, fertility,
procreation, and also of war. She later became identified by the
Akkadians and Assyrians as the Goddess Ishtar, and further with the
Hittite Sauska, the Phoenician Astarte and the Greek Aphrodite,
among many others.
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http://oracc.museum.upenn.edu/amgg/listofdeities/inanaitar/
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The Akkadian god Shamash was probably directly derived from
the Sumerian counterpart Utu, with both entities being projected as
the god of the sun and divine justice. However, interestingly
enough, while Utu had been depicted as the son

of Moon-god Sin (summarized in the earlier entry), Shamash, as
one of the Mesopotamian gods, was represented as the son of Enlil .
In any case, Shamash (or Utu) was one of the most important
deities in the ancient Mesopotamian culture, attested by the fact that
the entity was mentioned as early as circa 3500 BC (5,500-years
ago) in the nascent forms of Sumerian writings.

Now when it comes to historic-l connection, Shamash 1s most
famously known to feature i tlie renowned law code of
Hammurabi (18th century) BC, with the Babylonians attributing the
very provision of land laws to the divine entity. This representation
took a more a symbolic route during the later Neo-Assyrian
Empire, with the god depicted as just a solar disc with wings. His
immense popularity among the populace is also suggested by three
different ancient cult centers in all of Mesopotamia — Larsa and
Eridu in (southern) Sumer, along with Sippar in (northern) Akkad.



https://www.britannica.com/topic/Shamash
https://www.realmofhistory.com/2019/10/11/15-ancient-egyptian-gods-goddesses-facts/
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The Sumerian civilization can be credited with many of
humanity’s cultural inventions and achievements, including
the world’s oldest known pieces of literature. To that end,
Sumerians even had one of the Mesopotamian gods

dedicated to pursuits of writing, and she was
called Nisaba (or Nissaba).

= Probably having her origins from a grain goddess, circa
2700 BC, Nisaba later became the primary deity of the
Mesopotamian city of Eresh.

= She was often portrayed as the primary scribe of the
Gods and keeper of both divine and mortal accounts.
Interestingly enough, with varied myths followed 1n
different city-states of ancient Mesopotamia, in some
tales, Nisaba was represented as the daughter of Enlil.
However more famous stories establish Enlil as being
the son-in-law of Nisaba.



https://www.realmofhistory.com/2016/07/21/world-oldest-known-literature-ancient-sumerian/
http://www.ancient.eu/Nisaba/
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NINKASI




Ninkasi, the ancient Sumerian tutelary 00
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http://www.matrifocus.com/SAM06/spotlight.htm

