
SYLLABUS FOR ELECTIVE COURSE (Ph. D)

Module 1:

Studies on Diaspora

● Key concepts: Migration, diaspora, ethnicity, homeland, ethnic conflicts,
culture, identity, subjectivity, hybridity, multiculturalism, long distance
nationalism, transnationalism
Theorists: Stuart Hall, Homi Bhabha, James Clifford, Paul Gilroy.
Benedict Anderson
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Module 2:

Diaspora Politics and Homeland Conflicts
● Politics of Diaspora
● Migration and Ethnicity
● Ethnocentrism in transnational spaces
● Identity and Conflict

References:

Féron, Élise. "Transporting and re-inventing conflicts: Conflict-generated diasporas and
conflict autonomisation." Cooperation and Conflict 52.3 (2017): 360-376.

http://www.jstor.org/stable/656365


Smith, Hazel Anne, and Paul Stares. Diasporas in Conflict: Peace-makers or
Peace-wreckers? United Nations University Press, 2007.

Demmers, Jolle. "Diaspora and conflict: Locality, long-distance nationalism, and
delocalisation of conflict dynamics." Javnost-The Public 9.1 (2002): 85-96.

Module 3:

Sri Lankan Diaspora and Ethnic Strife: An overview

● History of Srilankan Ethnic groups -Colonization of Sri Lanka
-Construction of ethnic and national identities -Ethnic conflicts

● Migration-Displacement-Assimilation-cultural
identities-conflicts-language-racism-barriers-nostalgia and belongingness

● Diaspora- markers of ethnic and cultural identitiy-contesting ethnic groups
among diaspora-Srilankan ethnic strife-problematisation-divides and
dialogues among diaspora-long distance nationalism and secessionism
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Module 4:

A Study of Selected Texts

● Nayomi Munaweera An Island of Thousand Mirrors
● Ambalavaner Sivanandan When Memory Dies
● Roma Tearne Brixton Beech,
● Michael Ondaatje Anil’s Ghost,
● Romesh Gune Sekere Heaven’s Edge


