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The ‘Other’ Brothers at Our 
Doors: The Challenges Posed by 
the Influx of Migrant Labour in 

Kozhikode
Priyadarsini P.1

Human beings from time immemorial are known for their 
nomadic character and mobility. This mobility exposed 

man to a wide range of socio-economic and environmental 
diversities. Human species have always tried to adapt to total-
ly strange surroundings which brought about a lot of changes 
in their lives as well as the new surroundings in which they 
temporarily or permanently settled. The early hominid popu-
lations from homo erectus onwards adapted to such increas-
ingly diversified economic conditions. Homo erectus moved 
from the hot savanna to a variety of new environments which 
led to changing food habits, adaptation to new types of sub-
sistence economy and morphological changes. It is notewor-
thy that the process of adaptive change in response to envi-
ronmental alterations was visualized as early as the time of 
Herodotus, the father of history (484-425 BC).2 History has 
witnessed a great number of such migrations which brought 

1	 Assistant Professor in History, Providence Women’s College, Calicut, 
Kerala - 673009

2	  Chumki Piplai, Migration and Human Variation, New Delhi,2014, p.1.


