Arts and Humanities:
Mapping the Multitudes

| Edited by

|
Saran S. & Dr. Ancy Elezabath John







CHAPTER ]

A .FeminisL Deconstruction of the Corporeal
View: Representation of Disability in Aphra
Behn's “The Dumb Virgin”

Dr. Prathibha P.

Assistant Professor, Centre for Research Department of English

Providence Women'’s College, University of Calicut, Kerala

prathibhakurup2012@gmail.com

Abstract

During the Restoration age, the prevalent medical practice was
to isolate and sequestrate the mentally disabled, the indigent and
marginalized by producing asylums for these groups. The
misogynist tradition of the seventeenth century viewed the female
sexual difference itself as defective and monstrous. In such a
restrictive age, being born a woman itself was considered a
deformity; women already faced specific barriers to equality and
full participation due to discriminatory factors and being a
physically handicapped woman meant double disability. It is in this
light that a reader finds powerful female characters Belvideera and
Maria, with deviant characteristics and disabilities in Aphra Behn'’s
The Dumb Virgin or The Force of Imagination (1700).The paper
focuses on the representation of disability in this novel through a
feminist lens. Behn has redefined the threshold of female identity
which has been bound to the corporeal concept since ages in a
tenable fashion.
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