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THE GODDESS IN PRE-MODERN KERALA: A
FEMINIST ANALYSIS OF THE THEYYAM LEGENDS

DR. SUSMITHA RAMAKRISHNAN

Through this paper an attempt is made to analyze the status of
women in pre-modern Kerala as evident from the popular Theyyam
cult. Since the conventional sources of History like inscriptions,
manuscripts etc. are silent on the status of women, there is a need to
analyze other sources like myths and legends that reveal the milieu of
a pre- modern age. Among the numerous Theyyam forms, the Goddess
is very popular as a deity. She is worshipped as the family deity, as the
guardian of the village, and also as the protector from dangerous

diseases.

By investigating into the verbal and literary traces of the Theyyam
tradition, legends, ritual performances, artistic depictions and modes
of remembrance about the worship of the Theyyam, my intention is to
create a dialogue between the past and the present and find out how
this dialogue in turn constructs a portrayal of the past. The consciousness
of the past and its portrayal are as much reflected in the myths and
practices of the present day. Many of the ideas taken into consideration
here cannot be put under a fixed chronological framework, except that
they represent the social category and institutions of pre-modern Kerala.
The present enquiry is aimed at an investigation of the pattern of ritual
and belief along with their impact on society, in particular on women.
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