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An Enquiry into the Multi-dii,1 . . ens1onal 
Representation of Folk Goddesse · K 

s 111 erala 
Dr.Susmitha Ratnakrishnan 

The: :-ymbolic representation of Motl,e-,· G dd 
. 0 ess port d · 

niu rn ls and kalams. and tn the 1nyths and folk ~ : . raye in the 
undoubtedly the religious symbols which the belie , ~ rl~t n~an~es, are 

I. . . . vet can1es 1n his m · d 
The')' nre born out o · man s expenence. and hav th , , . · in · 
• - · I d d . · ' e e capac11y to reveal 

11 rnany concept.s t ,at eman 1at1onal analysis A 1 . 1 l , . · ·d. I . . . . na yltca psychology 
·ncaks of the pt 1mo1 ta images or an.:het\1pe of th, G. . 
~~. · , I , · . " ·. · . . . J e I eat Mother, 1l 
rdei-s not 1ust to l lt.: image ex1st1ng 1n space and 11·,ne b 1 . · . .. . - lit to l ,e mward 
,mage at \.vork 111 the human i~syche. T~1e effect of this archetype may be 
'.ollowe? ~hrough t~1e who~e o1 ht~tor~, lor we can demonstrate its working 
111 the _ntes, myths _and symbols ot early men and also in the dream!-. 
fantasies and creative works. as well as the sound of the sick man of 
our own day. 1 

The evolution o_f the society and its production relations considerably 
influence Lhe cult ot Mother Goddess. Just as many of the local heroes 
had been elevated as Saivite deities, the local heroines had been elevated 
10 the position of Bhagavathi or Sakthi. The primitive folk belief system 
had been exposed to the process of Sanskritisation. The folk aspects had 
been interrelated to classical legends and myths of Hinduism. This 
historical process could be explained only in the light of social formation 
and the development of production process in the agrarian society. The 
narration of classical mythology nn the ritual songs of the folk Gods, 
provides a rare exrunple for the interaction between 'smaller' and ' larger' 
cultures in a region. An elaborate process had taken place in superimposing 
classical ideas on the folk perfonnances and allied cults. There were 
two systems of this process: one is the association of Puranic legends 
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